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Message for Tennoji Zoo Magazine :

New Zealand has long had a very close and friendly
relationship with Osaka, and Tennoji Zoo in particular,
through the kiwis at the zoo. These are the only kiwis,
the national symbol of New Zealand, in Japan.

They were first presented to the zoo by the New Zealand
Government during the famous Osaka Expo‘70.

Our relationship with the zoo was further strengthened
when three young kiwis arrived in 1982, and last year,
to commemorate the zoo’s 70th anniversary, four other
New Zealand native birds were presented.

I had the honour to participate in the opening festivities
for the 70th anniversary. This was one of my first
official acts as Consul General since the New Zealand
Consulate General was set up in Osaka last year.

Since then I have found the people of Osaka warm-hearted
and generous. I know, therefore, that our kiwis have a
very good home. Their longevity, which has established
new records, is proof of this.

Indeed Tennoji Zoo is to be congratulated on its impre—
ssive new Nocturnal Animal House which contains the
kiwis. They are obviously very happy there.

When you visit to see the kiwis, please make plans to
pay a visit sometime to the land of the kiwis, New Zea—
land. You will be very welcome.

Q///CQLLLJuJQLéLL&“J

Michael Lear

Consul General

New Zealand Consulate General
Osaka
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